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AMENDMENTS IN THE CLAIMS 

L (currently amended) A method for configuring a network that includes one or more 
network-level partitions and at least one operating system (OS) assigned to each of said one or 
more network-level partitions, said method comprising the steps of: 

dynamically determining when a component is [[added]] connected to a node of said 
network; and 

in response to said dynamically determining step, configuring said network to provide 
support for said componen t, wherein, when an OS supports only components within a partition 
among the one or more network-level partitions to which the OS is assigned, said configuring 
process includes informing the OS assigned to a partition to which said node belongs of the 
presence of the component and enabling OS and other support for said component , 

2. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
registering [[an]] the OS with an a management system of said networ k, wherein said 

management system [[to]] provides a notification to each registered OS whe never [[said]] anew 
component is added to said node and detected bv said management system: and 

automatically alerting said OS via said management system that said component is added 
to said node during ooid configuring atop . 

3. (currently amended) The method of Claim 2, wherein said dynamically detennining 
step is completed by said management system and includes the step of monitoring a network via 
a periodic sweep operation for visible configuration changes that indicate presence of the 
component . 

4. (currently amended) The method of Claim 2, wherein said network includes a switch 
mechanism and said dynamically determubaing step includes the steps of: 

detecting an addition of said component to a link of said switch mechanism: and 

in response to said detecting step, generating a trap message at said node and signaling 

said management system via [[a]] the trap message that said component is connected to [[on]] 

said network 
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5. 



(currently amended) The method of Claim 2 further comprising the steps of: 



associating said component to at least one partition of said network from among the one 
or more network-level partitions: 

assigning port attributes to said component; and 

associating said component to [[an]] at least one OS [[within]] assigned to said at least 
one partition. 

6. (currently amended) The method of Claim [[5]] 2, further comprising the steps of: 

det e cting determining the [[a]] partition of said network to which said component has 
been associated; 

checking for subscribed consumers within the partition, said subscribed consumers 
including said one or more OS: and 

notifying said OS of said component only when said OS is also asGociat e d with assigned 
to said partition or said OS has subscribed to be notified of new components and has correct 
access privileges for the partition in which the node exists, wherein each OS is provided 
predefined access privileges to particular ones of said one or more network-level -partitions * 



tracking components that are supported bv the OS via a component table; 
automatically updating [[a]] the component table available to said OS with information 
about said component; and 

providing OS support to all components registered in said component table. 

8. (currently amended) A system for configuring a network, said system comprising: 

a network manager that dynamically determines when a component is added to a node of 

said network and configures said network to provide support for said componen t wherein ?aid 

network is a system area network (SAN) that enables user processes to bypass an OS kernel 

process and directly access network communication hardware; and 

a network adbraunistration utility that, and in response to said network manager 

dynamically determining when a component is added, notifies an OS registered with said 



AUS920000620US1 -6- 



PAGE 7/18 * RCVD AT 3131/2004 5:26:32 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 4 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/2 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:5123436M6 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-12 




(currently amended) The method of Claim 6, further comprising the steps of: 



MAR/31/2004/WED 04:30 PM DILLON .& YUDELL, LLP FAX No. 5123436475 P. 008 



network administration utility that said component is adde d, wherein said OS updates required 
OS parameters to enable OS support of said component , 

9. (currently amended) The system of Claim 8, wherein said network manager determines 
when said component is added by monitoring and periodically monitoring scanning said network 
for configuration changes. 

10. (original) The system of Claim 8, wherein said network manager determines when 
said component is added by receiving a packet from said component indicated that said 
component is present on said network. 

11. (currently amended) The system of Claim 8, further comprising a registration table 
utilized bv said OS for registering said OS with said n e twork adminiotration utility for 
notification bv said network administration utility of an addition of a component; and 

12. (original) The system of Claim 11, further comprising: 

a partitioning mechanism that associates said component with one or more of a plurality 
of partitions of said network; and 

wherein said network manager notifies said OS only when said OS is associated with a 
same one of said one or more partitions. 

13. (currently amended) The system of Claim 12, further comprising a component registry 
available to said OS that is updated with information about said component when said 
component is detected, wherein said OS provides support to all components registered in said 
component registry to which & said OS has access permission privilege . 

14. (currently amended) A network comprising: 
a switch; 

at least one node linked to said switch for adding components; 

a network manager that dynamically determines when a component is added to said at 
least one node of said network and configures said network to provide support for said 
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componen t, wherein said network is a SAN that enables user processes to bypass an OS kernel 
process and directly access network communication hardware: 
[[an]] at least one operating system (OS) ; and 

a network administration utility that, and in response to said network manager, 
dynamically determining when a component is added, notifies an OS registered with said 
network administration utility that said component is adde d wherein said OS updates required 
OS parameters to enable OS support of said component . 

1 5 . (original) The network of Claim 1 4, further comprising: 

a partition agent that associates said component to one or more partitions of said network 
and controls access to said component via a partition monitoring function; and 

wherein said OS is notified of said component only when said OS has an access 
permission to a same one of said one or more partitions. 



16, (currently amended) The network of Claim 14, wherein said network is a system area 
network (SAJSO that enables user processes to bypass an OS kernel process and directly access 
network communication hardware . 

1-7. (currently amended) A computer program product comprising: 
a computer readable medium; and 

program instructions on said computer readable medium for: 

dynamically determining when a component is [[added]] connected to a node of 
said network; and 

in response to said dynamically determining step, configuring said network to 
provide support for said componen t wherein an OS supports only components within a 
partition among the one or more network-level partitions to which the OS is assigned and 
said configuring process includes informing the OS assigned to a partition to which said 
node belongs of the presence of the component and enabling OS and other support for 
said component 
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18. (currently amended) The computer program product of Claim 17, further comprising 
program instnictions for: 

registering [[an]] the OS with aa a management system of said networ k, wherein said 
management system [[to]] provides a notification to each registered OS whe never [[said]] a new 
component is added to said node and detected by said management system: and 

automatically alerting said OS via said management system that said component is added 
to said node during said configuring otcp . 

19. (currently amended) The computer program product of Claim 18 further comprising 
program instructions fori 



associating said component to at least one partition of said network from among the one 
or more network-level partitions: 



associating said component to [[an]] at least one OS [[within]] assigned to said at least 
one partition. 

20. (currently amended) The computer program product of Claim 19, further comprising 
program instructions for; 

detecting determining the [[a]] partition of said network to which said component has 
been associated; 

checldng for subscribed consumers within the partition, said subscribed consumers 
including said one or more QS; and 

notifying said OS of said component only when said OS is also associat e d-with assigned 
to said partition or said OS has subscribed to be notified of new components . 

21. • (currently amended) The computer program product of Claim 19, further comprising 
program instructions for: 

detecting detexenining a partition of said network to which said component has been 
associated; 

checking for subscribed consumers within the partition, said subscribed consumers 
including said one or more OS; arid 
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notifying said OS only when said OS has access permission privileges for said partition 
and said componen t, wherein each OS is provided predefined access privileges to particular ones 
of said one or more network-level partitions . 

22. (currently amended) The computer program product of Claim 21, further comprising 
program instructions for: 

tracking components that are supported by the OS via a component table; 

automatically updating [[a]J the component table available to said OS with information 
about said component; and 

providing OS support to all components registered in said component table. 
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